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in Belgrade and nurse his foot. The King had decided
to proceed to Marseilles by sea. In the past, when he
had visited Paris, he had commonly made the journey
via Italy and Switzerland. But the relationship with
Italy was so bad that he was averse from travelling over
Italian soil In any case, he had a special reason for
going to Marseilles. Even had he decided to go to
Paris by rail he would have continued the journey to
Marseilles. He wished to honour Marseilles, the port
from which the first French contingents had sailed to
Salonika and the support of the reconstituted Serbian
army in the war. He would place a wreath upon the
monument in Marseilles dedicated to the Poilus d'Orient,
There was another sentimental reason. By going on a
destroyer from the Gulf of Kotor he would be on
Jugoslav territory till he reached the coast of France.
No third power would come between him and la belle
France.

He compromised with Dimitrievitch. He allowed
him to go by rail. His marshal was highly necessary
in Paris to supervise the King's part in the various
ceremonies there. Atsa must see that all was in order
there and then hurry to Marseilles to study the French
arrangements for the visit, and to be on hand when
Alexander disembarked.

No one advised the King not to go to France. The
Queen herself had no misgiving. It is, however,
conceivable that had the King had a responsible govern-
ment, had Jugoslavia been at the time a limited
monarchy, the ministers of the crown might have
opposed the visit. But the King, having dissolved the
constitution in January, 1929, had become virtual
dictator of his country and was a law unto himself.
He was a man who asked no advice, made his own
decisions, and could not be shaken from his purpose.
For some time he had developed a very great activity
in the conduct of foreign affairs. His Foreign Minister,
Bogoljub Jevtitch, was capable but he was not allowed